IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 




In re the Application of: 

Philip Victor HARMAN et al. 

Serial No.: 10/024,248 

December 21, 2001 
IMAGE PROCESSING SYSTEM 



Atty. Docket No.: 006020.00014 

Group Art Unit: Unknown 
Examiner: Unknown 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b) RECEIVED 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Technology Center 2600 

Sir: 



FEB 2 2 2002 



In accordance with Applicants' duty of disclosure, the following information is submitted 
for consideration by the United States Patent and Trademark Office in connection with the 
above-captioned application. The information is identified on the attached PTO 1449 form. 

Applicants do not waive any right to take appropriate action to establish patentability 
over the listed documents should they be applied as references against the claims of the present 
application. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner fully consider each of the documents, initial 
the enclosed Form PTO- 1449 in the appropriate place to indicate that the document has been 
considered, and return a copy of the initialed form to the undersigned in accordance with MPEP 
Section 609. 

Applicants believe that no fee is necessary pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). However, if a 
fee is due, the Office is authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 19-0733. 

Respectfully submitted, 



BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 



Dated: January 10, 2002 



1001 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001-4597 
(202) 508-9100 
GDF:lab 



By: 




0. ^Lhjl 



Gary D. Fedorochko 
Registratspn No. 35,509 



Please type a plus sign {+) inside this box ^ | + | 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of1995.no 



PTO/SB/08A (08-00) . 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031""+" 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
are required to respond to a cofiection of information unless it contains a va5d OMB oontnot number. 




Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
^STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

™ (use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/024,248 



December 21, 2001 



Philip Victor HARMAN et al. 



Unknown 



Unknown 



006020.00014 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



ate 

No. 1 



U.S. Patent Document 



Number 



Kind Code 2 
(if known) 



5,111,281 



5,485,203 



5,860,921 



Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 



Sekiguchi 



Nakamura et al. 



Ma et al. 



Dale of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 



05-05-1992 



01-16-1996 



01-19-1999 



Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



IRECDVCD 



feb 2 2 mr 



J 



00 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee 
or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 




Office' Number' 






JP 


08-131401 


A 


Asahi Optical 


05-28-1996 




abst 






WO 


99/37098 


A1 


Vista Medical 


07-22-1999 










JP 


11-298907 


A 


Asahi Optical 


10-29-1999 




abst 







































OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials * 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 
the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T 2 






T.N. Mitchell, et al., "Three-dimensional endoscopic imaging for minimal access 
surgery," J.R. Coll. Surg. Edinb., 38, October 1993, 285-292 





















Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 

+ Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 



